Off-Set Double Bass Drum Pedal

Stomping The Middle Ground

by Rick Van Horn

KEY NOTES

« pedal design permits
ergonomic drumkit
configuration

« putstanding construction
and adjustment features
« usable by right- or left-

handed drummers
« concentric-cam action may
not appeal to all players

he Off-Set double bass drum pedal may be the niftiest piece of equipment you've
never heard of. That's because instead of coming from one of the major percussion

| manufacturers, it's made by a small company called The Point Technologies. The brainchild

of drummer/designer Charles Fisher, the Off-Set pedal incorporates a twin-slave design that
positions the bass drum directly in front of a double-beater assembly—and directly in front
of the player.

“l played double bass drums for years during the 1970s,” says Charles. “l loved having
my mounted toms right in front of me and my hi-hat close to my left foot instead of way off
to one side. The desire to duplicate that setup using only one bass drum led me to develop
the first prototype of the Off-Set pedal in 1999.”

Why This Design?
With the Off-Set pedal’s twin-slave configuration, the player can face straight forward
without having to turn his or her foot on the bass drum pedal or off-setting the drum itself.

. Bass drum sound is more even than on a standard double pedal, since each of the two beat-

ers hits an identical (and adjustable) distance off-center on the batter head, instead of one
hitting dead center and the other off to one side.

The Off-Set pedal’s design allows bass drum-mounted toms to be placed directly in front
of the player for easier access. Also, since the pedal is bilaterally symmetrical (the same left
and right of the center beater assembly), the feel on each pedal is virtually identical. And the
same pedal can be used equally well by either right- or left-footed players.

Finally, if you use a standard double pedal and you set up with your bass drum in the tra-
ditional manner (slightly to your right, facing front), your hi-hat is probably pushed over a lit-
tle further to the left than you’d have it if you played a single pedal. Since the drive shafts of
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